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Course Description 
State’s approach towards forests has changed over a period of time. From being considered as 
an impediment to agriculture during the initial years of colonization, forests were seen as an 
important source of revenue during a significant part of the colonial rule. The discourse on 
climate change has forced to view forests as carbon sinks. This course is an attempt to 
provide an overview of the forest laws and policies both at the national and international 
level.  
Course objectives 
1. To understand the legal regime on forestry in India and the changes in the policy over a 

period of time.  
2. To analyse the role of local communities in forest management under various laws and 

policies. 
3. To appreciate the evolving international law in the field and the concerns of the developing 

countries. 
Course content 
 

L T P 

Module 1: Introduction 4   
History of forest laws and policies in India: Different stages 
Functions of forests, Purposes of forest management 
Definition of forests and its importance 

 
 
 

  

Module 2: Overview of the legal regime 6 1  
Constitutional Provisions – Indian Forest Act 1927, Classification of 
forests – Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 – CAMPA, 2016 –Forest 
Rights Act, 2006 – Role of Judiciary: Forest Conservation case 

   

Module 3: Forest dwellers and forest governance 4 1  
Van Panchayats, Joint Forest Management, Forest Rights Act, 2006 
PESA and its impact on forest governance 

   

Module 4: Wildlife conservation and forests 4 1  
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 – Protected Areas – Forest dwellers and 
wildlife conservation, Interface with FRA 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 – ESA Notifications 

   

Module 5: International Legal regime on forests 6 1  
Regional Agreements: Trends; Soft law instruments: Stockholm 
Declaration, World Charter for Nature, Rio Declaration, Agenda 21, 

   



Forest Principles 1992, Forestry Principles, 2007, SDGs – Goal 15. 
Treaties: Ramsar Convention, CITES, CBD, UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol, 
Paris Agreement, World Heritage Convention, International Tropical 
Timber Agreement 
REDD+, Economic Law and Forests 
Total 24 4 0 

 

Evaluation criteria 
 Class participation   : 10  
 Term Paper                            : 25 
 Presentations                              : 25 
 Major Test                  : 40 

Learning outcomes 
By the end of the course, it is expected that the students will: 

1. Be able to critically analyse the forest laws and policies both at the national and 
international level. 

2. Be able to contribute to the debates and literature on the subject in the form of articles 
and comments. 

Pedagogical approach 
Predominantly based on classroom teaching. A lot of emphasis will be given for self-study. 
For this module wise reading material will be distributed in advance. 
Materials 
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